2       AN APPROACH TO REALITY

advanced intellects of the day are able to build
on it a structure of inferences or knowledge,
which holds together coherently like a deductive
system based on certain first principles.

Nothing can be more deductive and more inte-
grated in the scientific field than mathematics ;

yet, according to Sir James Jeans, the well-known
British astronomer and exponent of modern
scientific thought, the latest revelations of Science
lead to the conclusion that (< the universe (of the
scientist) can best be pictured, although still very
imperfectly and inadequately, as consisting of
pure thought, the thought of what, for want of a
wider word, we must describe as a mathemati-
cal thinker." Since all knowledge thus tends
to be integrated, we shall not hereafter be able
to isolate one standpoint, such as the religious
or the philosophical, from the scientific, content
to let each develop its theses without being
influenced by others, though each distinctive
standpoint will have its interest for its own
votaries.

It may be asked : Need we discuss at all
this question of appearance and reality in the
modern work-a-day world ? This is answered
the moment we realize how completely